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Abstract

This analysis of the three poems I am a Black Woman (1970) by Mari Evans, 4
Woman Speaks (1997) by Audre Lorde, I am More Than That (2018) by Lindiwe
Princess Maseko are expose the issues about showing identity and proudness as
Black women. It is also expose the contribution of poetic elements (speaker,
repetition, and tone) in revealing the issues about showing identity and proudness
of Black women. This analysis is done by through text-based and context-based
interpretation that is related to the concept of power and knowledge by Michel
Foucault. The result of this analysis is exposing about the pronouncement of
Black women about their identity and their proudness. Showing identity as Black
women is live with culture of Black. Showing proudness of being Black women is
respecting their original identity as Black.
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A.INTRODUCTION

African nation originally lived in African continent. In 1607African were
trade by white people as slave until 1807 African trade was banned. However,
racial differences were felt until around the beginning and middle 20" century,
Black people began to rise against discrimination to their tribe. Nowadays Black
people free from slavery but the negative stereotype about Black people is still
exist even it does not show directly. Many trigger thing to point out to Black
people such as language and lifestyle such as nigger, boo, gonna, wanna, etc.
There are three poem discusses. Every poem explains briefly about showing
identity and proudness of being Black women. Those titles of each poem tell
continuously about identity and proudness of Black women. The first poem is “I
am A Black Woman”, it is exposes the identity of African-American women. The
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second poem is “A Woman Speak”, this poem shows the power of African-
American women to fight for their right to the authority of white. The last poem is
“I Am More Than That”, it is prove to the white people the identity, proudness
and power. In this poems also explain about the negative statement of African-
American women which create by social.

B. RESEARCH METHOD

This analysis of the three poems I am a Black Woman (1970) by Mari
Evans, A Woman Speaks (1997) by Audre Lorde, I am More Than That (2018) by
Lindiwe Princess Maseko are expose the issues about showing identity and
proudness as Black women. It is also expose the contribution of poetic elements
(speaker, repetition, and tone) in revealing the issues about showing identity and
proudness of Black women. This analysis is done by through text-based and
context-based interpretation that is related to the concept of power and knowledge
by Michel Foucault. The result of this analysis is exposing about the
pronouncement of Black women about their identity and their proudness.
Showing identity as Black women is live with culture of Black. Showing
proudness of being Black women is respecting their original identity as Black.

In addition, this analysis deals with the Black feminist theory by Alice
Walker (1983). For Alice Walker, Black feminist happen because Black woman
want equality in their life from the authority of white. In this research, the
speakers explains briefly about identity of Black women and prove to white
people that Black women are proud of it and can stand up by her own feet.

C.RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This chapter discuss about showing identity and proudness of Black
women. Showing identity and proudness reveals from the three poems, I am a
Black Woman (1970) by Mari Evans, A Woman Speaks (1997) by Audre Lorde, I
am More Than That (2018) by Lindiwe Princess Maseko. The speakers of these
three poems are Black women. This chapter analyze used by poetic elements of
poetry such as speaker, repetition, and tone. These poetic elements reveal the
issues about showing identity and proudness of Black women.

2.1 Showing Identity as Black Women

In these three poem A Woman Speaks (1997) by Audre Lorde, I am a
Black Woman (1970) by Mari Evans, I am More Than That (2018) by Lindiwe
Princess Maseko are discussed about showing identity of Black women. In the
past, Black had dark history. In these analysis, speaker in the poems are Black
women. In every poems explain briefly about the speaker. In poem I am a Black
Woman (1970) by Mari Evans, discusses that the speaker is Black woman who
explain about their identity as Black women that always get discrimination by
White people in the past until nowadays and now they have power to strive for it,
it is shows by the quotation:
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“I am a Black woman

the music of my song

some sweet arpeggio of tears

is written in a minor key

and [

can be heard humming in the night
Can be heard

humming

in the night”

This quotation explains about identity of Black woman who get discrimination
and has to struggle and survive from pain in the past. In the beginning of the first
stanza said, that “I am a Black woman” it is shows the good confidence of being
Black woman. The speaker shows her identity as Black woman confidently. In
this quotation, speaker tells about her identity as a Black woman. It is shows the
courage that the speaker has. Support by tone, the first line is the confirmation of
the speaker about her identity. The next line, explain about the struggle that
confront by Black woman in the history. The word “the music of my song some
sweet arpeggio of tears is written in a minor key” is explaining about the pain of
being a woman. Woman gets much discrimination in many aspects of life such as
relationship, education, work, vote, and speak up in public. It is explaining about
the pain, sorrow, and sadness of Black woman that come repeatedly. By using
tone, the second line to ninth line is use a sorrow voice to show how bad the
experience of Black woman at that time.

This stanza explains about experience of Black woman that live in pain,
sadness, and sorrow in history but it is does not make Black woman become
hopeless. In opposite, the pain and sorrow teach Black woman to be strong, aware
of her and survive from that sadness. The willingness to showing identity of Black
women carried out was a movement to speak up and united with all Black women
who get discriminate to get more power and get their right properly. This
quotation supports by poem A Woman Speak (1997) by Audre Lorde, it is show
by the quotation:

“I have been woman

for a long time

beware my smile

I am treacherous with old magic
and the noon’s new fury

with all your wide futures
promised

Iam

woman

and not White.

By this quotation, support the quotation before the speaker who shows the identity
as a woman and as a Black. The speaker explains that she was born as a Black
woman. The speaker confirms the word “I have been woman for a long time” to
confirm the identity of the speaker as a woman. It is continuing by the word that
“I am woman and not White”, this is to reconfirm that she is a woman and Black
and she proud to show her identity to the whole world. By the phrase, “I am

24
ISSN: 2302-3546



Showing Identity and Proudness as Black Women in Poems —Fadilah Husna', Leni
Marlina?,

treacherous with old magic and the noon’s new fury with all your wide futures”
shows the pronouncement about her identity of Black woman to the authority of
White that Black woman is has power to stand up and be an honourable. This is
explains identity of the Black woman who comes with new idea and new
characteristic than before. She is proud of it and show the new face of Black
woman. By using tone, this quotation shows the brave and firmness of the speaker
that explain about herself. Black woman is has a power to stand up, to fight
against the rule that discriminate them, to speak up about their right, and to be
equal with White in social life. These are all the pronouncement of Black women
about their identity to break the rule of domination of White. It is also support by
the poem I am More Than That (2018) by Lindiwe Princess Maseko about the
identity of the speaker, it is shows by the quotation:

“In their eyes, I am a young woman

A Black African woman,

An afterthought, a second class

With an identity crisis

From the periphery, from the margins but,
I am more than that!

In their perception, I am ordinary
Very simple and shadowy character
I'have a horsy voice

I am not cool but,

I am more than that!

I am immeasurable

Unstoppable and unlimited
Praise is my title

My pride is my value

I am a woman of great valour,
Strong with a supreme character”

Based on the quotation above, the speaker also shows about their identity and
power of being Black woman. The speaker repeat the word “woman” it is to point
out that the speaker is a woman who get discrimination and underestimate by
other but she proud of it and being Black is her identity. The sentence “In their
eyes, | am a young woman A Black African woman, An afterthought, a second
class With an identity crisis From the periphery, from the margins” explain the
discrimination confront by Black woman. Born as Black woman is automatically
get the discrimination indirectly. Being Black women is always be second class or
low class in White point of view, this is what Black women against and change
the stereotype about them by showing their identity and proudness as Black
women. In every stanza of this poem are talking about the negative statement of
Black women but the speaker always oppose the negative statement of Black
women by the sentence “I am more than that!” that repeat by the speaker many
times to explain about the real identity of Black women. The tone use in this
stanza is brave, strong and powerful to show the conviction of her identity as
Black woman. The speaker explains that she is not just an ordinary Black woman,
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but she is a great Black woman that lives with pride as Black and as woman.
Other quotation support about it, it is shows by the quotation:

“In their eyes, I am Deborah but,

I am more than that!

I am a messenger of change!

I am transforming

I am likened to Eve a sinner but,

I am more than that

I am a helper in creation, I am purposeful!”

This quotation explains briefly about her identity. She is not just Black but also an
awesome Black woman. The sentence “I am more than that! I am a messenger of
change! I am transforming” explain that she is newborn of Black woman that
comes with purpose, honorable, powerful, talented, strong and pretty. Even Black
woman gets many discrimination of White such as women are weak, lacking a
voice and powerless but by this quotation suggesting that a new Black woman has
arrived. Black woman proves and confirms that she is has a power, knowledge
and with clearly identity, it is show by the sentence “I am a helper in creation, I
am purposeful!” that explain about identity of Black women/ She has special
quality, skill, and pride as Black woman. The speaker is introducing as Black
woman that can stand on her own feet and equal with White. Black woman
nowadays is born with new Black who braves to show up skill and proud of her
identity, speak up the idea, stand up in his or her own feet. In this poem, use many
repetitions. The word “I am more than that!” is always show in the last of stanza
to shows briefly about identity of Black woman. The speaker convinces, confirms
and gives statement about her identity. The tone in this stanza is brave and
powerful, it is show in the last line using the sign “!” to give stress to the word
that the speaker speak briefly.

The ideology about White is superior and Black women are inferior never
make Black women down otherwise Black woman are brave to state that she is
woman and Black. Black women realize about their identities that always get
negative statement about her Black and they want to change it to get equality
between Black and White and men and women. Black women want to show their
identity as Black that they have the expertise, strength, intelligence that can
compete with White people, so that their existence is recognized as great Black
women.

2.2 Showing Proudness of Being Black women

Nowadays many Black women can socialize normally with White people
in many aspects such as relationship, work, and education. However, White
people keep the White privilege. It is been many years since of the slavery time of
Black people. They never get truly free from the negative statement of White
people. In the poem, I am a Black Woman (1970) by Mari Evans, it is shows the
proudness of being Black woman. It is shows by the quotation:
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“] am a Black woman
tall as a cypress
strong

beyond all definition still
defying place

and time

and circumstance
assailed

impervious
indestructible

Look

on me and be
renewed”

By this quotation shows the speaker is proud of being Black woman. She confirms
about her Black identity. In the first and last line, the speaker shows her identity
and her proudness of being Black and woman by the phrase “I am a Black woman
tall as a cypress strong”. She gives an order to White people not to underestimate
Black women, because Black women have power, knowledge, culture, history and
identity to fight back and to be show to the world. This quotation also shows the
proudness of Black woman. The speaker tells everything good to describe Blacks,
it is show phrase “Assailed impervious indestructible” it explain that Blacks are
an extraordinary people with its culture and identity. This statement also support
by the poem A Woman Speak (1997) by Audre Lorde about the proudness of
being Black woman. It is shows by the quotation:

“Moon marked and touched by sun
my magic is unwritten

but when the sea turns back

it will leave my shape behind.

I seek no favor

untouched by blood

unrelenting as the curse of love
permanent as my errors

or my pride

I do not mix

love with pity

nor hate with scorn

and if you would know me

look into the entrails of Uranus
where the restless oceans pound”

By this quotation, the speaker shows the proudness of being Black woman. She
said that Black woman is special. The sentence “my magic is unwritten but when
the sea turns back it will leave my shape behind” explain that Black woman has
something that other people do not, that is why the speaker confirms Black
woman is not people in colour but Black woman has something in her Black. The
quotation “and if you would know me look into the entrails of Uranus where the
restless oceans pound explains to the world that if other people want to know
about the Black, the first thing to do is to accept the Black and the history and
culture about Black will understand. Even Black woman always get
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discrimination but that will make Black woman stronger and more confident that
they are special, that is why world especially White give attention to her. Black
women do not want to be White because they born as Black and they want live as
Black and they are always proud of being Black. The proudness of being Black
also support by the poem I Am More Than That (2018) by Lindiwe Princess
Maseko. It is shows by the quotation:

“In their context, I am Pricilla but,
Look at me, I preach in deeds

I preach in writing

I am a woman of action!

My face is pale,

They dismiss my ideas

I appear a hidden and not a heroin
I succumb in an unjust society but,
I'am energetic I am brilliant!”

This quotation gives explanation that the speaker wants equality with White
people. Black women want to show their skill to White people that can compete
with them. Beside they have idea, power, and identity as Black. The sentence “In
their context, I am Pricilla but, Look at me, I preach in deeds I preach in writing I
am a woman of action!” explain that Black women are equal with White. The only
thing different is skin colour. The speaker explains that Black women are great,
they have something that white people do not. That is why White people always
underestimate and press them to make them always in control. The identity as
Black is always underestimate and have negative statement but Black woman
never ashamed being Black woman otherwise she is challenging to make Black
women become honourable and respect by other by showing the ability, history,
culture that White people does not have that. In this quotation also give emphasis
to the word “woman of action”, it is to show that woman has power to stand up
and speak up to get her right. This is also support by the quotation below:

“I am just a woman but,

I am more than that

I am responsible

I am a woman born with unidentified complexion
A woman in a dark continent but,

I take care of that skin and bring light

In darkness

I am worthy, I am, a game changer!

I am a woman from the margins but,
I am strong!

I am the second hidden Hannah,
With an unheard cry prayer

Behind all this effort are hidden tears
Behind this writing is a voice
Coming out soon from me because,

I am more than that!”
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This quotation explains about the proudness of Black woman of being Black and
being woman. In these stanzas, the speaker repeats the word “I am” to confirm the
identity as Black woman. As Black woman, she usually get many negative
statements, but the speaker gives brave explanation about her identity and
proudness as Black and as woman that Black woman is pretty, strong, powerful,
rich of history, rich of culture and being Black is her identity. The sentence “I am
a woman born with unidentified complexion A woman in a dark continent but, I
take care of that skin and bring light In darkness I am worthy, I am, a game
changer!” explain about the proudness of the speaker of Being Black women. This
quotation is shows what happen to Black women. The discrimination of colour
people still exist even it is not spoken directly but it is always happen to Black
women. Based on this quotation, Black women want to be recognized as Black
women who become honourable because of their Black so that they are treated the
same as White people and get the same rights.

In summary, the whole poems are revealing about the pronouncement
about identity and proudness of being Black women. Black women want to show
their identity and proudness as Black and as woman. Nowadays many Black
women get better life and equality in social life in many aspects such as education,
work, vote, relationship and environment. Otherwise, many of them still life
below of the authority of White. The next day, Black women will unite to fight for
freedom to all of Black women in the whole world to live outside of White
domination and out of stereotype that exist so far. The point of showing identity
and proudness of Black women is to get equality of Black women about their right
in America. Showing identity as Black and women is the way of Black women to
recognize their self to public that they are Black and women. They are work,
study, or do something great in the name of Black and women, that is to show
their identity as Black and women. Showing proudness of being Black women is
the way of Black women to respect their original identity as Black.

D. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

This analysis of the three poems I am a Black Woman (1970) by Mari
Evans, A Woman Speaks (1997) by Audre Lorde, I am More Than That (2018) by
Lindiwe Princess Maseko are expose the issues about showing identity and
proudness as Black women. It is also expose the contribution of poetic elements
(speaker, repetition, and tone) in revealing the issues about showing identity and
proudness of Black women. This analysis is done by through text-based and
context-based interpretation that is related to the concept of power and knowledge
by Michel Foucault. The result of this analysis is exposing about the
pronouncement of Black women about their identity and their proudness.
Showing identity as Black women is live with culture of Black. Showing
proudness of being Black women is respecting their original identity as Black.

Every poem explains briefly about the pronouncement of Black woman
about their identity and proudness of being Black women. The first poem is “I am
A Black Woman”, it is exposes the identity of Black woman. The second poem is
“A Woman Speak”, this poem shows the identity and proudness of being Black
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women and the power of Black woman to fight for their right to the authority of
White. The last poem is “I Am More Than That”, it is prove to the White people
the identity and power. In this poems also explain about the negative statement of
Black woman which create by social

Black woman have play role in American history. As A woman and Black,
Black women face many issues such in their life. In the past, woman gets much
discrimination in many aspect of life. Black women lost many of their right in
speak, education, social and work. In the past, the discrimination to Black people
did in little thing. Black women live in stereotype and discrimination since the
past time until now even nowadays, the discrimination today is not show directly.

The speaker in the poem introduces herself as Black woman, because
being Black is her identity, she proud of it, and she has to stand for it. The
discrimination do not make Black women down, otherwise Black women realize
that they have willingness and power to stand up and have the same right as
citizen if they want to fight for it. Now many of Black women get better life and
their right as American and women properly. The next day, Black women will
unite to fight for freedom to all of Black women in the whole world to live outside
of White domination and out of stereotype that exist so far.

REFERENCES

Armstrong, Aurelia. (n.d.). Michel Foucault: Feminism. https://www.iep.utm.edu/
fouFem/. (online) Retrieved on October 141 2019.

Bush, Melanie E.L. (2004). Race, Ethnicity, and Whiteness. 29(3/4), 1-45. DOI:
10.1177/0307920104050563. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/24
8820858. retrieved on October 28™ 2019.

Drive, Ralph. 2017. Writingbro: I am a Black woman analysis essay sample.
https://writingbro.com/i-am-a-Black-woman-analysis-essay-sample/.
(online) Retrieved on September 171, 2019.

Evans, L.S., Janel G. Fatima G.G., Lara SK., Lauren F. (2014). Unlocking
Opportunity for African American Girls: A Call to Action for Educational

Equity. http://www.naacpldf.orgor www.nwlc.org. (online) Retrieved on
July 16, 2019.

History and Theory of Feminism. (n.d.). (online) https://www.gender.cawater
info.net’/knowledge base/rubricator/feminism_e.htm. retrieved on October
28% 2019.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. (2017). Discrimination in America:
Experiences and Views of American Women. (online) https://www.npr.org/
document/ 2012/may/poll/summary.pdf. Retrieved on October 28, 2019.

30
ISSN: 2302-3546



Showing Identity and Proudness as Black Women in Poems —Fadilah Husna', Leni
Marlina?,

Igwedibia, Adaoma. (2018). “Arts and Social Sciences Journal: Audre Lorde’s
Poems ‘A Woman Speaks’ and ‘A Litany for Survival’” towards a Gricean
Theoretical ~Reading. 9(1), 1-7. (online) DOI: 10.4172/2151-
6200.1000325. https://www.analysis/20poem/20audre/20lorde.pdf. Retrie
ved on October 28", 2019.

Klages, Mary. Literary Theory: A Guide for the Perplexed. New York: Maiden
Lane.

Miller, Cindy Faith. (2016). Gender Development, Theories. (online) DOI:
10.1002/9781118663219.wbegss590. https://www.researchgate.net/public
ation/288737213. Retrieved on October 28, 2019.

Peake, Linda. (2009). Gender, Race, Sexuality. (online) DOI: 10.4135/978085702
1113.n2. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/288737213. (online)
Retrieved on September 25", 2019.

Suresh,.P. P. Anuradha. (2018). A Critical Study of Women Oppression on Alice
Walker's Major Novels. Eurasian Journal of Analytical Chemistry.
http://www.eurasianjournals.com/A-Critical-Study-of-Women-
Oppression-on-Alice-Walker-s-Major-Novels,105745,0,2.html. ~ (online)
Retrived on October 20, 2019.

------ . 1997. “A Woman Speak’s”. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/42583
/a-woman-speaks. (online) Retrieved on February 10, 2019.

------ . 1970. “T'am a Black Woman”. https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/i-am-a-
Black-woman/. (online) Retrieved on February 10%, 2019.

------ . 2019.”Audre Lorde American poet and author”. https://www.britannica.
com/ biography/Audre-Lorde. (online) Retrieved on September 13, 2019.

------ . 2019. “Mari Evans American poet and author”. https://www.britannica.com
/ biography/Mari-Evans. (online) Retrieved on September 13, 2019.

------ . 2019. “I am more than that”. https://www.powerpoetry.org/poems/i-am-
more-41. (online) Retrieved on February 10", 2019.

------ . 2019. “Definition of Rebellion”. (online) Retrieved on October 13, 2019.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rebellion.

------ . 2019. “Lindiwe Princess Maseko”. (online) Retrieved on October 23™,
2019. https://www.powerpoetry.org/poet/Lindiewe%20Princess%20Masek
o/poems.

31



